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Challenges

Greater Demands on
WATER RESOURCES

Impacts from
CLIMATE CHANGE

Rising
INCOME INEQUALITY &
DISADVANTAGED 
UNINCORPORATED 
COMMUNITIES



Impacted Communities

SAFE DRINKING WATER
-1 million Californians lack access to safe drinking water

ACCESS TO WATER
-Many communities are vulnerable to water shortage emergency

WATER AFFORDABILITY
-Rates up by 45%; 13 million people in low-income households most
impacted



Office of Sustainable 
Water Solutions

Wastewater

Drinking Water

Interim Solutions

Consolidations



Funding 
Resources
INTERIM ASSISTANCE
Emergency drinking water

CAPITAL FUNDING 
Planning and construction projects

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
State Revolving Fund and Prop 1



Lanare
Small Severely Disadvantaged Community
• 660 people

• 153 connections

• Two wells

Arsenic Treatment System
• Operated for one year

• Lacked capacity to operate



SOLUTIONS
FOR LANARE

KVPR

DDW PETITIONED COURT
2009

COURT APPOINTED RECEIVER
2010

EMERGENCY FUNDING
>$43,000

BOTTLED WATER
>$500,000

PLANNING GRANT
>$386,000

CONSTRUCTION GRANT
$7 million



2018 CONSOLIDATIONS
VOLUNTARY CONSOLIDATION

• 41 physical consolidations
• 6 managerial consolidations 

MANDATORY CONSOLIDATION
• 2 mandatory consolidation orders 

issued
• 2 consolidations initiated
• 3 public meetings, 3 public 

hearings 



COBB AREA COUNTY WATER DISTRICT

COBB CONSOLIDATION 
Mountain Water Systems

• 8 public water systems consolidated
• 500 connections



SANITATION CASE STUDY:
EASTERN MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
QUAIL VALLEY SUBAREA 9 PHASE 1 SEWER 
PROJECT

SMALL SEVERELY 
DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITY
 149 residences in Subarea 9

 Septic effluent polluting Canyon 

Lake

 Septic system prohibited in Oct 2006 

SEPECTIC TO SEWER POJECT

 Connect residents to District’s 

existing sewer systems 
FUNDING
• $17 million 



Replacement Water

Tulare Area

8 kiosks over the next year

Installed by Kings, Tule, 
& Kaweah coalitions established 
for group compliance 
for monitoring requirements

Provides safe drinking water 
for up to 24,000 consumers

Monterey County Weekly



What do Interim Solutions Look 
Like? 

Salinas

• Bottled water only source
• Application required
• Non-compliant well required
• Testing data public

Tulare

• Kiosk main source
• Can request bottled
• No ID required to use kiosk



Community Input

Is bottled water reaching everyone 
affected?

Is kiosk too difficult to use?

Are there economic impacts affecting 
someone’s ability to reach the kiosk?

Would  per person or per area solutions 
be ideal?

? ? ? ?



Low-Income Water 
Rate Assistance Act 
(AB 401)

Draft Report Released 
January 2019

• Assistance options for 
13 million low-income 
Californians 



Water Affordability

 Cost of water continues to rise

 Households struggle to afford basic tap 
water, housing, food, other utilities, and 
healthcare

 13 million people with inco
below 200% below federa
<$50,200 (2018) 

mes at or 
l poverty level 



Related Work

Water Shutoff Protection Act (SB 998) 
effective April 1, 2020.

County-wide drought and water shortage 
contingency plans addressing small water 
suppliers and rural communities.

Access to Sanitation for People Experiencing 
Homelessness Workshop in April.

More at www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/assistance/



CENTRAL COAST REGIONAL WATER 
QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
          HRTW EFFORTS 
ENFORCEMENT
-Regional and State Board staff worked 
cooperatively to develop settlement agreement 
and process for provision of replacement water by 
agricultural operators.  

INFORMATION TRANSPARENCY
-Region 3 is committed to developing information 
including testing data 

PUBLIC OUTREACH
-Region 3 is utilizing available funds for domestic 
water well testing region wide

LONG TERM SOLUTIONS
-Region 3 is developing a permit that seeks to 
reduce nitrate impacts to groundwater



HUMAN RIGHT TO 
WATER PORTAL

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/hr2w/

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/hr2w/


DATA & TRANSPARENCY

• OEHHA tool (change over time)
• SB200 Implementation

• Resources and timelines
• Electronic Annual Report

• Rates
• Supply reliability

• Needs Assessment
• Technical, managerial, and financial 

capacity metrics 



MOVING FORWARD



WOrd Tree
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